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UNIT 7 Dating
1 Meeting someone special

 A What is a good way to find a boyfriend / girlfriend? Where do boys and girls your age 
meet? Make a list of places. 

 B  AS 7.1  Listen to the recording and tick the right illustration.

 C Read the sentences below and listen to the recording again. Tick T for true and F for false.

  T F

1 Mark is polite.  
2 The girls are unfriendly.   
3 Mark thinks the food looks good.  
4 The girls think the food tastes very bad.  
5 Kelly is going to eat Mark’s dessert.   
6 Sue and Kelly are in the same class.   
7 Mark has known the girls for some time.   
8 Mark is interested in Kelly.   
9 Kelly wants to go out with Mark.  

 D Listen again and tick the sentences you hear in each pair of sentences. You can tick one or 
two sentences in any pair.
1 a) Is anybody sitting here?  b) Is this seat free? 

2  a) Can I sit here?  b) Is it OK if I sit here? 

3  a) Yeah, why not?  b) Sure, go ahead. 

4  a) Would you like to meet me after school?  b) Will you meet me after school? 

5 a) Thank you for asking. But, no thanks.  b) It’s nice of you to ask. But, no thanks. 

6 a) Oh, I see. No problem.  b) Oh, OK. Nice talking to you anyway. 

7 a) See you around.  b) See you later. 

 E Work in groups of three. Make a list of topics you can talk to people your age about when 
you meet for the first time.

 F You are in one of the places you listed in A. Two of you are sitting and the third person 
wants to sit with you. You talk a bit, and then the person leaves. Act out the situation 
three times. Every time a different person comes to the two people sitting, and every time 
it is a different place.

 F

 E

 D

 C

 B

a) b)
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 G What is a good boyfriend / girlfriend like? Write sentences. Then compare your sentences 
with another pair.
  is good-looking / intelligent / kind / fun etc.
A good boyfriend / girlfriend has a good sense of humour / a nice figure etc.
  looks hot / can dance well / never stands you up etc. 
You can laugh a lot with a good boy / girlfriend. You can trust a good boy / girlfriend. etc.

 H  AS 7.2  Sue and Kelly continue talking when Mark leaves. Listen to the recording 
and decide who the sentences are true about. Write S for Sue, K for Kelly and Ø if the 
sentence isn’t true about either of them.

 1 She wants  a boyfriend who / that  is friendly and polite. 

 2 She wants  a boyfriend who / that  can do sports well.  

 3 She wants  a boyfriend who / that  is tall and muscular. 

 4 She wants  a boyfriend who / that  looks cool and hot. 

 5 She wants  a boyfriend who / that  is caring. 

 6 She wants  a boyfriend (who / that)   she  can trust.  

 7 She wants  a boyfriend (who / that)   she  can play tennis  with .  

 8 She wants  a boyfriend (who / that)   all the girls  think is awesome.  

 9 She wants  a boyfriend whose manners  are perfect. 

 10 She wants  a boyfriend whose shoulders  are broad. 

 11 She wants  a boyfriend whose eyes  are blue. 

 12 She wants  a boyfriend whose heart  is good. 

 I Look at the sentences in H again. Fill in the missing words.

Who and (1) .................. refer to people. 

(2) .................. refers to somebody’s possession (birtok). 

You can leave out (3) .................. and that when the next word is a noun or pronoun. 

 J Look at your sentences in G. Rewrite some of them. Start your sentences like this: 
A good boyfriend / girlfriend is someone who / that / whose / – ...

 K Mingle and ask each other: ‘What is a good boyfriend / girlfriend like?’ Take notes. Then 
report to the class about the people you talked to.

For Anna a good boyfriend is someone who / that ....
Laci thinks that a good girlfriend is someone who / that....

 L  AS 7.3  How do you think Sue, Mark and 
Kelly’s story will continue? Guess. Tick the 
options. Then listen and check your guesses. 

• Kelly and Mark will start going out together. 
• Sue will ask Mark out. 
• Kelly will ask Mark out. 
• Sue and Mark will start going out together.
• Mark will ask Kelly out. 
• Mark will ask Sue out.

 N Student A will be a girl. Student B will be a boy. Student A, go to page 74; Student B, 
go to page 82. Read your role cards and act out the situation.

 M Complete the sentences with 
the first word. Then listen again 
and check.

1 ............. was school today? 

2 ............. you like to come?

3 ............. would you like to go?

4 ............. you go out with me?

 N

 M

 K

 H

 G

}
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1 A new Facebook friend

 A Are you on Facebook or a similar social networking site? How many friends do you have? 
Have you met an online friend IRL (= in real life)?

 B Read the messages to Amy below and answer the questions.

1 Who is the first message from?   ......................................................................

2 What is this message about?   ......................................................................

3 What should Amy do to check the person?   ......................................................................

4 Why does James want Amy to be his friend?   ......................................................................

Hi Amy,  Confi rm friend request 

James wants to be friends with you on Facebook.
To view James’s profi le and accept or ignore his request: click here
Thanks,

The Facebook Team

James Sanders

Be my friend
Hi Amy,

I’ve read some of your comments on the Green Forum, 
and I really liked them. I’ve found you on Facebook 
and I read your profi le. We have so much in common! 
Sports, animals, blogging, music. And we live in the 
same city, too! I’d like to be your friend on Facebook.

James

 C Read the messages again and find the words that mean the following:

1 When you ask for something formally and politely  ..............................................................

2 To look at  ......................................................................................................................

3 Information about a person’s life/character  ........................................................................

4 Two words for saying ‘yes’   .............................................................................................

5 Not to say ‘yes’, take no notice of   ....................................................................................

6 Some opinion or explanation on a topic   ...........................................................................

7 Send an answer   ............................................................................................................

 D James and Amy keep in touch on Facebook and Skype. Some months later, Amy gets the 
message below from James. Do you think it’s a good idea? What would you say?

James Sanders

Hi Amy, It was soooooooooo good to talk to you on Skype the other day.  
Do you think we could meet IRL, too? 

Amy

 Reply 
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 E Amy wants to meet James. But where? How? She isn’t sure. She has asked her friends. Here 
are some pieces of advice. Tick the ones you agree with. Then compare with other students. 

1 You should go to  a place where   people  can see you. It’s safer. 

2 Meet at  a place where   you  can be alone with him. It’s more romantic. 

3 I don’t think it’s a good idea to go to  a place where   there ’s a lot of noise. 

4 You should wear  clothes which / that  look sexy on you. He will like you more. 

5 Wear  clothes which / that  match your personality. He likes your personality. 

6 It’s a good idea to think of  topics (which / that)   you  can talk about or you will be boring. 

7 You shouldn’t pay for the  drinks (which / that)   you  have. Boys should pay. 

 F Look at the examples in E. Complete the sentences below.

(1) ............................ refers to places. 

(2) ................... and .................. refer to things. 

If the next word is a noun or a pronoun, you can (3) ...................... “which” and “that” out.

 G Write a message to Amy with your advice. You can use some ideas in E and add yours.

 .........................................................................................................................................

 .........................................................................................................................................

 .........................................................................................................................................

 H Put the sentences in order in Amy’s reply to James’s message in D. 

Amy 

Hi James,

I know you like ice cream so how about the SweeTooth Ice-Cream Parlour 

at 4 2morro?            CU then,             I’d love to meet you IRL.        

What a great idea! 
Amy

 I The picture below is from Amy and 
James’s meeting in the SweeTooth 
Ice-Cream Parlour. After this meeting, 
they send a message to each other. 
Write either James’s or Amy’s message.

 .........................................................

 .........................................................

 .........................................................

 .........................................................

 .........................................................

 .........................................................

 .........................................................

WBVonatkozó névmások 2: p. 124
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1 Saturday evening

 A  AS 7.4  Sue and Mark have been going out together for some months now. The 
recording has extracts from one of their Saturday dates. Tick the right pictures.

*See key for plain English

 B Listen again and complete the sentences.

1 They get on a bus which goes to ............................................ .

2 The two tickets they buy cost ............................................ .

3 The last bus they want to catch back home leaves at ............................................ .

4 They go to a disco where young people between the ages of ................... and .................. can go.

5 They can collect the bottle they left at the entrance ........................................ .

6 They have some tonic in glasses that people normally use for .......................... .

7 The text message Sue writes says ........................................................................................... .

 C Listen to the first dialogue again (on the bus) and tick the option you hear.

1 Does this   / Do you  go to London Road?

2 Two single   / return  tickets to London Road, please.

3 What time   / When’s  the last bus back?

a)

d) e)

b) c)

f)

 A

 B

 C

*

*
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 D Student A, go to page 75; Student B, go to page 83. 
Read your role cards and act out the situations.

 E Fill in the missing words. Then listen to the second dialogue 
(with the security guard) again and check.

1 ......................... I see your identity cards or student IDs, please?

2 I ......................... to check if you are at least 16.

3 ......................... you open your bags for me now? 

4 I’m afraid you ......................... take any drinks in. 

5 You ......................... leave the bottle here. 

6 You ......................... buy drinks at the bar and collect your 

 bottle on your way out.

7 ......................... a good time!

 F Student A is a security guard at the disco, and Student B is a visitor. The guard asks for 
identification and checks the visitor’s bag. Then swap roles.

 G Match the sentences to the replies. Then listen to the third dialogue (ordering drinks) 
again and check.

1 What would you like to drink? a) Yes, please.

2 Ice and lemon? b) Sure. Here you go.

3 Anything to nibble on? c) A tonic, please.

4 Two tonics with ice and lemon. Could you serve them in 
champagne glasses, please?

d) No, thanks.

 H Work in groups of three. Order some drinks and some nibbles. Take turns to be the waiter /
 waitress.

 I Imagine that you have gone out with your boyfriend / girlfriend. Your parents want you to 
be at home by 10. You know now that you will be late. Why? What is happening? Write a 
text message to your Mum / Dad. You can use a text message translator, e.g. http://www.
lingo2word.com. Give or send your text to a partner. Can they write it into plain English?

 .........................................................................................................................................

 .........................................................................................................................................

 .........................................................................................................................................

2 Dating “definitions”.

 A Form two groups in the class, A and B. Students A, go to page 75; Students B, go to page 
83. Help each other with the 1st task. Then form A+B pairs and do the 2nd and 3rd tasks.

 B Write similar definitions with your partner. Choose from the box below or find your own 
words that you’d like to define.

girlfriend,  boyfriend,  classmates,  mobile phones,  hearts,  chat rooms,  parties

 D

 F

 E

 G

 H

 A
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1 Dating Customs 

 A What do people your age normally do on a date? Where do they go? What’s OK and what 
isn’t on a first date? Was it different for your parents? Is it different in other countries?

 B Match the words to their definitions.

1  courtship a) somebody or something that goes exactly by the rules

2  behaviour b) not being together

3  strict c) the legal relationship that a husband and wife has

4  arrange d) the way that somebody does things and how they relate to people

5  marriage e) two people who are married or in a romantic relationship

6  be separated f) to marry someone

7  couple g) to plan or organize something in advance

8  get married h) the time when two people have a romantic relationship before they 
get married

 C Scan the text below and tick the topics that it has information about. Be fast!

1  Dating in Australia  7 Dating in the 1960s

2  Dating in Hungary  8 Dating in Spain

3  Dating in some countries in the Far East  9 Dating in some Arab countries

4  Dating in India 10 Dating in Central and South America

5  Dating in Finland 11 How men found wives in early history

6  Courtship in the Middle Ages 12 Courtship in the 19th century
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In the early ages, there was no dating or courtship. Men actually caught their wives! They raided 
villages and took the women (1) .......... .

A lot of our dating traditions started in the Middle Ages with the knights (2) .......... . This is 
where we got our idea that the male should pay for dinner (3) .......... .

Between 1830 and 1900, romantic love was important in relationships. The rules for dating 
were strict. Chaperons, (4) .........., watched couples on dates carefully. Today things have 
changed, but still there are special customs (5) .......... . Let’s see some examples!

Dating is rare in Afghanistan. Parents arrange most marriages, (6) .......... . Girls must be at 
home by 7:00 p.m., while boys can be out until 11:00 p.m. Iran is even stricter. It is against the law 
to date in Iran. Teens are separated until they are of marrying age, (7) .......... .

Most teens go out in large groups and don’t pair off until they are eighteen or nineteen years 
old in Australia. Girls often ask out boys and pay for the date, too. Couples often go to dinner 
parties, barbecues, or the beach.

In Central and South America dating is not allowed until the age of fifteen. When old enough, 
most boys and girls date in large groups. They go out together to weekend dance parties. Teens 
also meet at local clubs (8) .......... .

Dating is often a group event in Europe. In Finland, as many as thirty teens may go to the 
cinema together. Parties (9) .......... are common in Italy and Switzerland. In Spain teens date one-
to-one. Both girls and boys ask each other out and they share the costs. 

In Japan and Korea, most secondary school students don’t date or go to parties, but spend 
their time studying. Dating begins in college. Only boys are allowed to ask out girls and they pay 
for the dates, too. In China, people (10) .......... don’t go out on dates. Chinese singles usually only 
date one or two people before they get married. There are still marriages (11) .......... . It means 
that you must marry the person (12) .......... .

Sources: http://ezinearticles.com; http://www.factmonster.com

 D Which topics do the pictures illustrate? Show each other.

 E Put the removed sentence parts back to the gaps in the text in C.

a) ... that depend on where you live g) ... where teens stay the night
b) ... who are younger then twenty h) ... who were older respected women 
c) ... whose perfect behaviour to women 

became a model
i) ... and there are schools where only 

boys or only girls can go
d) ... when their families introduce them 

to each other
j) ... and that a male should hold 

the door open for a lady
e) ... your parents find for you k) ... that parents arrange
f) ... they wanted for their wives l) ... where they eat and talk

 F How strict? Put the expressions in the box in order from the most to the least strict. If two 
words are about the same, put “&” between them.

should  •  must  •  can  •  be against the law  •  be allowed  •  be not allowed

 The most strict   The least strict  

 .........................................................................................................................................

 G You received this email from an English friend. Answer it.

Hi!
Can you just quickly help me, please? I’ve met someone I’d love to go out with. But what is OK in 
Hungary and what isn’t? Can you tell me how you ask someone out and what you normally do 
on a fi rst date?
Many thanks, xxAlex
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UNIT 8 A break from the routine
1 Extreme sports

 A What sports do you see in the pictures? Choose from the words in the box.

scuba diving • snorkelling • white-water kayaking • mountain biking • hang gliding • 
tightrope walking • bungee jumping • skateboarding • indoor climbing • rock climbing • 
ice climbing • mountain climbing • surfing • windsurfing • snowboarding • parachuting • 
speed sailing • scootering • caving

 B Tick the extreme sports in A that you have done. Put an exclamation mark (!) next to the 
sports you haven’t tried but would like to try. Add any that’s important for you.

 C Walk around the class and find the person ...

... who has done the most sports.  ... who would like to try the most sports.

 D  AS 8.1  Listen to a recording of two 
people doing two different extreme 
sports. What are the sports?

..................................................................

..................................................................

 E When can a parachutist jump from a 
plane? Listen to the first extract again 
and fill in the gaps in the checklist.

HELPHELP

Have you ever done / tried …-ing? 
Yes, I have.
No I haven’t. / No, never. / Not yet.

HELPHELP
Would you like to try …-ing?
Yes, I would. / Yes, I’d love to.
No, I wouldn’t. / No, it’s not for me. 
Which extreme sports would you like to try?

.........................................a)

.........................................b)

.........................................c)

.........................................d)

.........................................e)

.........................................f)

.........................................g)
.........................................h)

.........................................i)

 A

 C

 D

 E
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 F The two sentences below are from the first extract. One word is missing from both of 
them: “yet”. Mark in the sentences where it fits. Then listen again and check.  

1 You ....... haven’t ....... put ....... on ....... your ....... goggles ....... .   

2 You ....... haven’t ....... hooked ....... up ....... to ....... me ....... .

 G Student A will go caving. Go to page 75. Student B will go white-water kayaking. Go to 
page 83. Read your role cards and act out the situations.

 H Listen to extract two again. Tick the correct sentences below.

1 Tara is talking to her mum. 

2 Tara has already jumped. 

3 She hasn’t finished her jump yet. 

4 It’s been her first bungee jumping experience. 

5 She wouldn’t like to do it again. 

 I Listen to extract two again and fill in the missing words.

already,  ever,  just,  yet

1 I’ve ............................. jumped! 

2 Have they pulled you back up .............................?

3 They have ............................. pulled me back up. 

4 It‘s the most exciting experience I’ve ............................. had. 

 J Already, ever, just or yet? Look at the sentences in F and I and decide.

The speaker wants to stress that an action ... 

1 ... happened a short time ago, or it finished right now. ..................

2 ... should be done by now, but it hasn’t happened. ..................

3 ... has happened, the action is complete. ..................

4 ... happened / didn’t happen at any point in their whole life. ..................

 K Go back to the role card you used in G. 
Write sentences about your partner’s 
preparation. Use “already” and “yet”.

 L Choose an extreme sport. You are doing this 
sport now. Say two sentences: one thing that 
you have already done and another thing you 
haven’t done yet. Can your partner guess the 
sport? Say one more sentence if they can’t. 
This time use “just”. Take turns.

A: I’ve already put the boat on the water, 
 but I haven’t put on my life vest yet. 
B: White-water kayaking.
A: No. I’ve just checked the sails.
B: Speed sailing!

HELPHELP

yet = until now

WBA befejezett jelen – időhatározók: p. 125

 G

 F

 H

 I

 L
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1 A trip to Hungary 

 A Talk in small groups: Have you travelled a lot in Hungary? Where did you go? Which place 
did you like the most? Why?

 B Match the names of Hungarian places to the explanations.

1 Balaton a) It’s an island on the Danube where they hold the Sziget Festival. 

2 Visegrád b) It’s a national park on the Great Plain.

3 Budapest c) It’s a village where you can find a 21 kilometre-long cave, which is 
30 metres high at one point.

4 Hortobágy d) It’s a town that is famous for its palace.

5 Hajógyári-sziget e) It’s a small town on the Danube Bend where there’s an old castle 
and a beautiful view.

6 Hévíz f) It’s an old village where there are 55 protected houses.

7 Aggtelek g) It’s the largest lake in Central Europe.

8 Fertőd h) It’s the capital city of Hungary.

9 Hollókő i) This spa town has the biggest lake in the world with thermal 
water you can swim in.

 C Áron received this email from 
one of his online friends, Karen. 
Read the email and answer 
these questions:

1 What has Karen decided to do?  
2 Why does she need Áron’s help? 
3 What advice would you give her?

 D Skim part of Karen’s blog about her trip to Hungary. Tick the advice from Áron that she 
has followed.
1 Make sure you have a couple of days in the capital. It’s an exciting city. 

2 They organise an event for swimming across Lake Balaton on 24th July. Shall we register? 

3 Hungary is a country with many great spas. Make sure you go to a thermal bath. 

4 Why don’t you stay for the Sziget Festival? You can listen to all kinds of concerts and 

 meet people from all over the world there. 

5 Why don’t you come to my city, Pécs? I’ll show you around. 

6 How about some horse-riding on the Great Plain? 

7 Szeged is beautiful, and the fish soup is very tasty there. 

8 There are cycle paths around Balaton. Let’s cycle around the lake!  

9 You must see the sunset from the southern shore of Balaton. It’s awesome. 

Hi Á ron,
I have some g ood news for you.  I’ve decided to come to 
Hung ary in Jul y for two weeks with my friend, Tracy. W e 
haven’t been to Hung ary yet, so we need your hel p . W here 
shoul d we g o?  W here shoul d we stay?  W hat shoul dn’t we 
miss?  Al so, we woul d l ove to meet up  with you. W hen’s the 
best  me for you in July? 
Take care, K aren

 D

 B

 A
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15th July  We’ve arrived in beautiful Budapest. We have already taken 
a short walk along the Danube. The view of the castle over the river 
was fantastic. It’s one of the most beautiful sights I’ve ever seen.1

18th July  We’ve had two lovely days in Budapest so far. We have seen 
most of the tourist sights. I liked Heroes’ Square the most. Yesterday 
afternoon, we were too tired to do any more sightseeing, so we 
went to the Gellért Baths. It is the most elegant and stylish spa 
I’ve ever been to.2 A real treat.

19th July  We’ve been to a rock concert.3 It was on a ship on the 
Danube. We enjoyed it a lot. We made some friends. We’ll meet 
them again when we come back at the end of our stay.

20th July  We are in Balatonzamárdi. Two important things have 
happened: 1. I’ve met Áron IRL!  He is even nicer face to face than 
on the net. He’s completely organised our trip around the lake. He’s 
booked all the accommodation, registered us for the big swim across 
the lake, and he’s rented three bicycles for us. Honestly, he’s the most 
helpful person I’ve ever met.4 2. I have seen the big lake and even 
swum in it! I loved it! The sunset on the lake is the most awesome I’ve 
ever seen.5 Tomorrow we’re going to start cycling around the lake. 

24th July  I’ve never been this tired in all my life!6 I’ve swum across 
Balaton! That’s more than 5 km! Now I understand why there was a 
medical examination before we started .

28th July  I’m in Pécs but Tracy has gone to Szeged7 to meet some friends. We’ll meet up 
again in Budapest. I’ve been to Áron’s place.8 His parents treated me to a lovely dinner. 
I’m sorry I can’t meet Kriszta, Áron’s girlfriend. She’s gone to England9 to study at a language 
school. Bad timing!  But I’ve met Szerpentin, Áron’s snake. I was a bit afraid of her. 

 E Look at the underlined sentences in the blog. Which of them say that

1 a unique / extreme experience happened to somebody? ......................................

2 someone went to a place, but they are not there now? ......................................

3 someone went to a place and they are still there? ......................................

 F Look at the sentences highlighted in  blue . When does Karen use Present Perfect (PP) and 
when Simple Past (SP)? 

1 To give news about a recent event, she uses ......................................

2 To give details of a finished event she has already mentioned, she uses ......................................

 G Imagine that Karen visited your town / village. Write her blog post.

 H Ask your partner about unique / extreme experiences (s)he has had.

What is the most amazing sight you’ve ever seen / the most exciting place you’ve ever been to / 
the most expensive thing you’ve ever bought / the best book you’ve ever read, etc.?

 H
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1 Camping arrangements

 A Talk in small groups: Have you ever had a camping holiday? Where did you go? Did you like 
it? Do you like camping?

 B Match the words to the pictures.

caravan  •  sleeping mat  • tent  •  pitch  •  backpack  •  sleeping bag

 C When does your school break up for the summer holidays? Csilla’s school in England 
breaks up on 23rd July. Csilla and her parents are going to have a camping holiday in 
England after that. Csilla’s found this camping site. Read the advertisement and tick T 
for true and F for false. Would you like to visit this place?

  T F

1 They don’t use chemicals on this farm.  
2 Arrive between 12.00 and 21.00.   
3 Leave after 11.00.   
4 Dogs can run around free.   
5 There’s no Internet access.   
6 You can stay in a tent or a caravan.   
7 The toilets and the bathrooms sound OK.   
8 Be careful with your rubbish here.   
9 You can buy some food on the site.   

.........................................a)

.........................................b)

.........................................c)

.........................................e)

.........................................d)

.........................................f)

 B

 C
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To:

 D Csilla, her parents and Csilla’s dog, 
Egon are going to stay at Green 
Meadow Campsite from 25th July 
to 30th July, leaving on 31st July. 
They will bring their own tent. 
Study the table of prices and 
answer these questions:

1 How much will they pay?

 ....................................................

2 When do they need to pay?

 ....................................................

 E Student A, go to page 76; Student B, go to page 84. Read your role cards and do the tasks.

 F Csilla helps her parents to send an email to Green Meadow campsite and reserve a pitch. 
Tick the right options.

g reenmeadow@ uk.com

Subj ect:  W e are coming !   /  Reserva  on

Hi there!  /  D ear Sir or M adam,
I’m wri  ng to reserve a pitch for three persons with a dog /  I want to book a p itch for three p ersons 
with a dog  from 2 5 th Jul y to 3 0 th Jul y /  for six  nig hts arriving  on 2 5 th Jul y and l eaving  on 3 1 st Jul y. 
Hop e it’s O K  with you. /  Can you please confi rm our reserva  on? How much wil l  this be?  /  Al so, 
can you p l ease send us the ful l  p rice?  
I hop e to hear from you soon /  P l ease answer q uickl y.
C U  /  Best reg ards,

C sil l a X X  /  C sil l a N ag ysz entesi ( M s)

 G Go back to your role card in E. Write an email to the campsite you phoned, and reserve a 
pitch. Exchange emails with your partner and answer each other’s email. 

 H  AS 8.2  Csilla and her parents have just 
arrived at the Green Meadow campsite. 
What is the problem?

 J Fill in the missing verbs. Then listen 
again and check. 

1 Can I ................................ you? 

2 We’ve ................................ a pitch for six days, ................................ today.  

3 How did you ................................?

4 I ................................ an email.

5 Have you ................................ a tent?

6 Let me ................................ your tent, please.

7 What can we ................................ then?

8 You can ................................ two pitches or ................................ one of our tents.

 I What is Csilla’s question 
at the end? What is the 
answer?

 K Take turns to check into the 
camp site you have phoned 
and written to.

 J

 H

 F

 D

 I

 K K
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1 A teenage sailing legend

 A Have you ever sailed? Where? Did you like it? Ask each other in small groups.

 B Match the words to parts 
of the picture.

 C Talk to your partner. 
Guess how these 
photos are connected. 
What can the story be?

 D Skim the text. Were any of your guesses right?

What were you doing between 18 th October 2009 and 15 th May 2010? In those 210 days Jessica 
Watson was sailing around the world on her own, without stopping or getting help from anybody. 
When she returned to her homeland Australia, it was three days before her 17th birthday. This 
makes her the youngest person who has ever sailed solo, non-stop and unassisted around the 
world.

It all started with her family. Jessica and her three siblings took sailing lessons as children. The 
family lived onboard a 16-metre cabin cruiser for five years. When Jessica was eleven and they were 
still living on the boat, her mother read Jesse Martin’s book Lionheart: A Journey of the Human 
Spirit to the children as a bedtime story. Some time ago, Jess Martin held the same record as Jessica 
Watson now. Jessica formed the ambition at age twelve to sail around the world, too. 

As training for her voyage, Watson crewed on a number of ships and worked for several sailing, 
first aid and technical qualifications. On her voyage, she needed all these skills. She had some really 
bad weather. For example on 23rd January 2010, she suffered four knock-downs where the mast 
hit the water in a storm with 10-metre waves and 130 km/h winds. She also needed to do several 
repairs to the boat and the equipment from the mainsail to the toilet, from the kettle to the engine.

When she arrived back in Sydney, approximately 75,000 people were waiting for her. This is 
what she says about it on her website: “The feeling of returning home to my family and friends on 
15 th May was something I will remember forever. What an incredible day!” The Prime Minister of 
Australia was also in the crowd to welcome her home. He said: “... in the eyes of all Australians you 

c) b)

a)g)
d)

e)
f)

on board

sailor

boat

cabin
crew

mast

sail

 A

 B

 C

a)
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now stand tall as our newest Australian hero.” Her reply? “I’m actually going to disagree with what 
our Prime Minister has just said. I don’t consider myself a hero. I’m an ordinary girl who believed in 
a dream.”

Since her arrival, Watson has received a number of awards. These include the “Young Australian 
of the Year”, the “Spirit of Sport”, the “Young Performer of the Year” and the “Adventurers of the 
Year” awards.

Watson has written a book, True Spirit about her experience. She has also filmed a documentary 
about her solo trip and has done work for charities. She has also studied a lot to take her exams. 
Her boat, the Pink Lady has become a permanent exhibit at the Queensland Maritime Museum in 
Brisbane.

Sources: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jessica_Watson; http://www.jessicawatson.com.au/index.htm

 E Read the text again. Are the sentences below true? Write T for true, F for false and NI if 
there’s no information in the text.
   T F NI

 1 Jessica is Australian.   
 2 She has brothers / sisters.    
 3 She loves sailing.    
 4 Jessica spent nearly seven months in her boat alone.    
 5 Jessica was 12 when she decided to sail around the world.    
 6 She can repair things herself.    
 7 Her boat is called True Spirit.    
 8 Her boat is in Sidney now.    
 9 Jessica likes the colour pink.    
 10 Jessica sounds very proud of herself.    
 11 She has finished school.    
 12 She has been very active since she arrived back from her voyage.    

 F Read the text again. Student A, write six questions on the story of Jessica’s voyage around 
the world. Student B, write six questions on Jessica’s achievements so far. Be careful with 
your use of tenses.

Student A: How did Jessica prepare for the voyage?
Student B: What awards has Jessica received?

 .........................................................................................................................................................

 .........................................................................................................................................................

 .........................................................................................................................................................

 G Swap questions and answer them. Then talk to each other and correct questions and 
answers as necessary.

 H Form small groups. Find another famous young sailor in Wikipedia. Go to http://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Template:Youngest_circumnavigator. Prepare a short talk about 
him / her. Include the following:

• His / Her achievements
• Home and family
• Some interesting details of their most famous voyage
• Other interesting facts

 E

 G

 H
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